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Charging and Remissions Policy

INTRODUCTION

This charging and remissions policy complies with statutory requirements, has regard to
the Authority's policy statements on charging and is reviewed on an annual basis.

CHARGING POLICY

Activities without charge

There will be no charge for the following activities:

● education provided wholly or mostly during school hours. This includes the
supply of any materials, books, instruments, other equipment and also transport
provided in school hours to carry pupils between the school and an activity;

● education provided outside school hours if it is part of the National Curriculum,
or part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination which the pupil is being
prepared for at the school, or part of religious education;

● instrumental and vocal music tuition which is part of the National Curriculum or
the first programme in which the whole class engages with the KS2 Programme
of Instrumental and Vocal Tuition (Wider Opportunities);

● instrumental and vocal tuition for children in care;

● entry for a prescribed public examination including re-sits provided that a pupil
has been prepared for it at the school.

All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge for
this.

The school organises swimming lessons for all children in Key Stage 2. These take place
in school time and are part of the National Curriculum. We make no charge for this
activity. We inform parents when these lessons are to take place, and we ask parents
for their written permission for their child to take part in swimming lessons.

Voluntary Contributions

When organising school trips or visits which enrich the curriculum and educational
experience of the children, the school invites parents to contribute to the cost of the
trip. All contributions are voluntary. If we do not receive sufficient voluntary
contributions, we may cancel a trip. If a trip goes ahead, it may include children whose
parents have not paid any contribution. We do not treat these children differently from
any others.
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If a parent wishes their child to take part in a school trip or event, but is unwilling or
unable to make a voluntary contribution, we do allow the child to participate fully in
the trip or activity. Sometimes the school pays additional costs in order to support the
visit. Parents have a right to know how each trip is funded. The school provides this
information on request.

The following is a list of additional activities which may be organised by the school,
which require voluntary contributions from parents. These activities are known as
‘optional extras’. This list is not exhaustive:

● visits to museums;
● sporting activities which require transport expenses;
● outdoor adventure activities;
● visits to the theatre;
● school trips abroad;
● musical events

Chargeable Activities

The school may recover the full costs of the following activities but charges will not
exceed actual cost:

● educational or other activities provided wholly or mainly outside school hours
which are not:

(a) part of the National Curriculum;

(b) part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination which the pupil is
being prepared for at school;

(c) part of religious education.

● board and lodgings on residential visits (subject to remission arrangements).

● cost of entering a pupil for a public examination not prescribed in regulations,
and for the cost of preparing a pupil for that examination outside school hours.

● cost of entering a pupil for a prescribed public examination including re-sits where
no preparation has been provided by the school.

There is a charge for individual or group music tuition if this is not part of the National
Curriculum. The peripatetic music teachers teach individual or small group lessons. We
make a charge for these lessons. We give parents information about additional music
tuition and dance at the start of each academic year. Assistance with costs will be
considered so that no child is excluded from participation in all aspects of the
curriculum.
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REMMISIONS POLICY

There will be no charge for board and lodgings for pupils whose parents are receiving
income support, income-based job seekers allowance, family credit or disability
working allowance. Charges for other 'chargeable activities' may also be fully or partly
remitted. Details of any remission arrangements will be made clear when parents are
informed of charges for individual activities.
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